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East Linn County
Rich in Agriculture

• One of Oregon's most 
diversified agricultural 
areas

• Grass seed capitol of the 
world

• National leader in 
common and perennial 
ryegrass production

• Home of the annual 
Strawberry Festival
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Rick Wopat, MD
Vice President of Community Benefit

Samaritan Health Services

• Visionary
• Community leader
• Prevention advocate
• Passionate about access to 

healthcare



CHIP Solution Teams

Transportation

Prevention

Affordable 
Health

Mental Health

Teen Health

Samaritan Health Services established 
CHIP in 2003 in partnership with 

Oregon Office of Rural Health



CHIP Successes

Prevention

Community Coalitions Take Root!



CHIP Successes

Healthy Active 
Lebanon (HAL)

Established in 2004

County Teams 
Attended Healthy 

Active Oregon 
Training Institute 

in 2004

CHIP 
Coordinator 
Engaged the 
Community

Outreach Events 
Generated 
Interest
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Lebanon Fire Station Annual 
Open House 

• Bike Helmets
• Fire Safety Education
• Promote “Turn off  TV”
• Exercising is FUN
• Healthy Active Lebanon is 

a community partner



CHIP Successes

“Pick of the 
Month”

Offshoot of HAL

Established in 2008

School Nutrition 
Community 
Champion

Grew Out of 
Many Existing 

Local 
Partnerships

Engaged 
Community 

“Connectors”

Social Marketing 
for Fruits and 

Veggies

HAL Embraced 
CDC “Fruits and 
Veggies, More 

Matters” Campaign
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Cultivating Community Partnerships to 
Reach Our Target Audience…

Local Grocers, 
Local Growers

Public Health Professionals

Local Hospital Nutrition Services
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Planting Seeds of Change
with Youth

School Leaders Mentor 
Youth  

School-Based 

Pilot Project 
Supports  

larger 
Initiative
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Samaritan Health Services
“We support CHIP because it is effective at 
forging community consensus and involvement 
around local health priorities.  The two CHIP 
initiatives in our region continue to produce 
tangible benefits and enhance community 
livability.  They also provide an excellent, data-
driven framework for developing successful grant 
proposals.”

Julie Manning 
Vice President

Samaritan Health Services
Corvallis, Oregon 
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Nancy Kirks, Coordinator
Community Health Improvement Partnership 

(CHIP)
nkirks@samhealth.org

(541) 451-6425


